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What are God's words to us today? Is there a different message than at any time in the past? No, God's 

words to us are the same as they were to the prophets. This is why God's Word remains as completely 

relevant for us now as it was when the Holy Spirit first inspired these words through the prophets. 

Zephaniah's prophecy from God is filled with judgment against Judah and the surrounding nations. The 

prophets wanted God's people to ask: If God is not at the center of our thinking, then what is? If God is 

not our starting point, then what is? As we consider these kinds of questions, we also are made aware of 

the fact that our God is a mighty warrior who brings victory to his people. While it may not seem like it now, 

the reality we all hold onto is that in the end ... God Wins. 

Haggai, the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah (Haggai 1: 1) received the word from the Lord, after the 

Israelites had returned to Judah from exile in Babylon. The people were working on their own houses, but 

not the house of the Lord. This was a great indicator of the misguided priorities of their hearts. God's 

people are to "give careful thought". What do our priorities say about us? What do our choices say about 

God's place in our hearts? 

The last couple of verses of Zechariah are not only filled with hope, but they go far beyond that. These 

verses point to a day when God's people will be who we were aways designed to be: "You shall be holy, 

for I the Lord your God am holy." (Leviticus 19:2) The holiness is even to extend to the most routine, day

to-day parts of our lives. 

The Old Testament prophets often speak of the "day of the Lord". Malachi describes the day of the Lord as 

a day of refining. Will this day be good or bad? Something to fear or something to look forward to? It 

depends on your RELATIONSHIP with Jesus Christ. For God's people this refining could be difficult, but 

should also be something we desire, knowing that the result will "show the genuineness of our faith" 

(1 Peter 1 :6-7), so that we "may be mature and complete" (James 1: 2-4). 
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NOTES: 

Committee of the Month: 

Mission & Outreach 

 

Mission of the Month: 

Ministries of EPCWO 
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